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Plans and Practices for Returning to  
Sanctuary Worship and Building Usage 

 
Guiding Principles 

• Grace – “May grace and peace be yours in abundance in the knowledge of God and of 
Jesus our Lord.” – 2 Peter 1:2 

o We will have many different opinions and thoughts related to us returning to in 
person activities at Goodland UMC. Every decision and practice we put in place 
will have some enthusiastically accept them, others strongly oppose, and some 
will take a neutral acceptance. We will all float between these positions, so let us 
be people of grace during this process knowing that we are all working for the 
best of our overall congregation and community. 

• Safety- “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will 
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”- 
Matthew 11:28 

o The practices we are putting in place are to make our building and activities as 
safe as we can within reasonable expectations. Returning to in person activity 
will have its risks, but we hope to minimize them as much as we can within our 
control. 

• Mission- “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come on you; and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
Acts 1:8 

o Our mission as witnesses to Christ must be our focus for our decisions and 
activities at this time. What we do and how we do it will say a lot about our 
witness during this time. Each of us has a part of that. Church leadership wants 
to make decisions that help us move forward in our mission, but makes sure we 
aren’t rushing anything that will cause harm to our witness during this time.  

• Flexibility- “For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all, so 
that I might win more of them…I have become all things to all people, that I might by all 
means save some. I do it all for the sake of the gospel, so that I may share in its 
blessings.” 1 Corinthians 9:19-23 

o This plan may adapt and change as time goes on. We may discover better and 
more efficient ways of doing ministry in the coming week and months. We will 
continually examine practices and learn as we go. More information will become 
available that will inform us. Safely worshiping and being together is of the 
upmost importance and we will be flexible as we navigate this new terrain.  
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Target Date for Restarting Worship 
 
June 21, 2020 at 10:30am MDT 
 
This is the date that was proposed by Pastor Zach and affirmed by the Church Council. This date 
gives us time to put together a plan and ensure that we have adequate cleaning supplies and 
cleaning/sanitizing procedures in place prior to a return to usage of the sanctuary and church 
building. Our staff and volunteers will have adequate time do building walkthroughs and ensure 
that we are in the best condition to have worshippers sharing communal space.  
 
Using this date also allows us to follow the guidelines set forth in the “Ad Astra: A Plan to 
Reopen Kansas.” Based on our average Sunday attendance, we will be able to accommodate 
everyone who wants to worship in person on that date. If the phases of the “Ad Astra Plan” go 
forward in the minimum required time frames, we would be into Phase 4 at that point with no 
recommended restrictions to gathering size. Opening before everyone could attend worship at 
the same time was not something Pastor Zach felt was in our best interest, and did not want to 
have to turn any potential worshipper away. As we stated, flexibility is a guiding principle in this 
process, so things may change, but it was important to name a target date to begin 
preparations.  
 
Building Usage Outside Sunday 
 
For any use of the building during the week Monday-Saturday, please be sure to contact the 
office in advance and clear the activity with Karen or Pastor Zach. This includes stopping by to 
drop something off outside of office hours. We want to be able to keep everything clean and 
sanitized during this time and need to know when and what doors were entered and what 
areas have been used. Please help us keep track of these needs by letting us know in the office.  
 
We plan to maintain regular office hours again starting on June 1st. Please call ahead to let us 
know you are coming to the office and what your needs are. We are trying to limit office access 
at this time, so if we can help you over the phone, that is preferable. Watch for announcements 
to any office hour changes in the future.  
 
Entering and Exiting the Building on Sunday Morning 
 
• Please use the Main Office (East) Entrance on Sunday mornings. Weather permitting, we 

will have the door propped open, if not permitting a volunteer will be present to open the 
door for you in order to limit the touching of communal surfaces. The South (Common 
Grounds Coffee Area) will remain locked and be an exit only door.  

o For those who need to use the Handicap Parking in the lot, you may enter the 
building from that door. We ask that you go down the hallway towards the office to 
enter the sanctuary to keep a consistent flow of traffic during this time. If 
accommodations are needed, please let Pastor Zach know and we will work with you 
to make it possible for you to enter the sanctuary.  

• If restrooms are needed, please use the hallway on the north side of the building, near the 
offices, as we are going to keep the Parlor closed off during this time. 

• Common Grounds Coffee Area will be closed down for the time being.  
• Plan to come to the building on Sunday morning and be seated right way in the sanctuary. 

We will be keeping the rest of the building closed off for now.  
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Worship 

 
• Online Worship- Online worship will continue. This is an offering we had prior to this 

pandemic, and we plan to continually work on improvements and offer it when in person 
worship occurs in our sanctuary.  

• Use Best Judgement- We encourage you to attend worship when you are comfortable 
doing so after our return date. We realize that some may not be ready for that yet, and for 
their own health, need to remain at home, distancing from large gatherings. Please take 
advantage of our online service if you are unable to be with us in person. If you are feeling 
ill or sick, please stay home and worship online. 

• Entering Sanctuary- When entering the sanctuary, we ask that you fill the space from the 
front of the sanctuary to the back. We will be following best practices for safety when we 
return and that may still require some level of social spacing between families. We may 
have to seat every-other-row at that time as well. Please watch for announcements and 
guidance when arriving for worship. This may mean some of us won’t sit in our favorite 
spot, but we ask that you assist us in seating in this way.  

• Exiting Sanctuary- After the service, we ask that people dismiss from the back to the front 
of the sanctuary to allow for spacing to be respected as we depart. Please exit the building 
directly after the service and not congregate in public spaces for the safety and 
consideration of others.  

• Pew Items- All items in the pews will be removed for the foreseeable future. This includes 
Hymnal, Bibles, paper, pencils, attendance pads, and yes, even the pew cushions. This is all 
being done to ensure that we can maintain cleaning and sanitizing practices to the best of 
our ability. Guidance given to us from the Great Plains Annual Conference recommends the 
removal of fabric pew cushions when possible due to the difficult nature of sanitizing fabric.  

• Masks- You are encouraged to wear a mask if possible, to worship. Research and medical 
advice is showing that wearing mask significantly reduces the spread of virus activity 
between people.  

• No Nursery Availability- Nursery services will not be available at this time. Due to the 
number of surfaces and items in that area, we will not be able to maintain proper 
sanitization at this time.  

• Congregational Singing- There are increasing warnings against congregational signing at this 
time as it is believed to increase transmission of the virus due to increased droplets in the 
air. We have not made a decision on this part of our worship service yet. Pastor Zach will 
continue to monitor reports, and a decision will be shared when the date of in person 
worship return is closer.  

• Greeting Each Other- Hand shaking is discouraged at all times. Use waving and smiles to 
greet each other in worship. Pastor Zach will not be standing in back to shake hands at this 
time.  

• Young Disciples Time- Pastor Zach will continue to offer “Young Disciples Time” during 
worship, but children are asked to stay seated with their families. We will utilize the screens 
and other options to engaged with our children without gathering together up front.  
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Sacraments 
• Communion- We will not have Holy Communion right away when we return. With all the 

changes in place for our return to in person worship, and needed precautions with serving 
Communion, we will work on a process for hopefully July. Pastor Zach is looking into 
different recommended ways of serving Communion, and will hopefully have a workable 
solution for us to resume this Sacrament in the near future.  

• Baptisms- Pastor Zach will be making decisions on Baptisms on a case-by-case basis as they 
arise. We will work out the best possible way to move forward with this sacrament when 
we are able.  

 
Offering 
• Offering Plates- We will suspend passing of the offering plates during worship. We will have 

a central location in the narthex where offerings can be placed on Sunday morning. 
• Online Giving- Giving online is an option for you as well. You can find the link to give on the 

homepage of our website at goodlandumc.org. 
• Mail Your Offering- You may also want to mail in your offering to the office. You may do 

that by mailing Goodland UMC, 1116 Sherman Ave., Goodland, KS 67735 
 
Between Services 
• We will: 

o Wipe or spray down pews with disinfectant. 
o Disinfect all doorknobs and any bathrooms that have been used. 
o Disinfect microphones that have been held.  
o Disinfect receptacles used to receive an offering. 
o Maintain disinfecting any parts of the building that are accessed during the week to 

prepare for Sunday morning.  
 
Updates to Plan 
 
Changes to this plan will be communicated through Sunday announcements (online or in 
person), weekly E-Newsletter, Facebook and Twitter Posts, and posted on our website. 
 
Stay Up to Date 
 
Website: http://goodlandumc.org  
E-Newsletter: Sign Up at http://goodlandumc.org/e-newsletter/ 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/goodlandumc/ 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/umcgoodland 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


